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GOVERNOR BUSH AND LT. GOVERNOR JENNINGS RECOGNIZE
SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY AT THE CAPITOL
~ Annual event raises awareness about suicide prevention ~
        TALLAHASSEE-Governor Jeb Bush and Lt. Governor Toni Jennings were today joined by Director of the Florida Office of Drug Control Bill Janes, state agency heads, members of the Florida Legislature and state and local officials to recognize Suicide Prevention Day at the Capitol.  The annual event raises awareness about suicide and emphasizes the important role of families and communities in preventing these tragedies.

“The loss of a loved one is always difficult, but the loss is especially painful for the family and friends of one who commits suicide,” said Governor Bush. “By educating Floridians on the warning signs of suicide and taking an active role in prevention efforts, we can reduce the rate of suicide in our state.”

Last year, Governor Bush unveiled The Florida Suicide Prevention Strategy, the state’s action agenda for preventing and reducing suicides. The plan aims to reduce the number of suicides in Florida by one-third by 2010. The publication is a collaborative effort between the Florida Office of Drug Control and the Governor’s Suicide Prevention Task Force, which is comprised of state agency officials, grassroots organizations and professionals in the field of suicide prevention. 

The Florida Office of Drug Control today recognized individuals and organizations around the state that have made significant contributions to Florida's suicide prevention initiatives, including leaders in the Florida Legislature who made suicide prevention a priority, schools districts and educational programs that raised youth awareness, media outlets that consistently provide the public with accurate and important information and grassroots organizations across the state that take initiatives at the local level to address suicide prevention.  

        “Limited public awareness of warning signs has made suicide one of the leading causes of death in the United States,” said Bill Janes, Director of the Florida Office of Drug Control.  “Governor Bush’s leadership has generated significantly greater awareness in communities on this issue, and the Office of Drug Control will continue working to reduce these tragic events.”

Under Governor Bush’s leadership, suicide prevention has become an important public health issue in Florida. Today, bills under review in both the House and the Senate would create a position for a suicide prevention coordinator in the Executive Office of the Governor to further assist these efforts. 

For more information on suicide prevention, visit www.floridasuicideprevention.org <http://www.floridasuicideprevention.org>.
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